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The Origin of The Uchiwa-matsuri
The Uchiwa-matsuri is the festival of the Yasaka Shrine in Kumagaya City.

The Yasaka Shrine in Kumagaya is one of the branches of the Yasaka Shrine in Kyoto that was established during the Bunroku Era (1592 ~ ) after having invited the God
of the Yasaka Shrine in Kyoto to be jointly housed in the Atago Shrine presently located in Kamakura-cho. According to the oldest historical record of the Kumagaya's
summer festival, written in the third year of the Kan-en Era (1750), the festival was originally held at each shrine and temple separately. In April of the same year, the
townspeople asked the local official for permission to expend the festival and it has since been celebrated in all the neighborhoods of Kumagaya. The present form of the
Kumagaya Summer Festival was said to have be shaped during that time.

Representatives and leaders are chosen from every neighborhood and a top representative is also chosen from the annual duty neighborhood to be overall in charge of the
festival each year. As a remnant of the old festival held at temples and shrines, festival representatives in those days had high temporary positions with authority equal
to that of town officials. As holding these positions were seen as good status, it seemed that only members of established families were able to secure those positions.

On the day of the festival the road is closed to traffic, so even the daimyo (feudal lords), who traveled between Edo and their own territories for the Alternate Attendance
System of the Tokugawa Shogunate, had to take a detour to walk on the bund of Kumagaya. The townspeople of Kumagaya were fond of proclaiming proudly that "Even
feudal lords have to give way to the Yasaka Shrine Festival."

The festival reached its height of popularity during the Tempo Era (1830 ~ ) and on the day of the festival, households used to cook red bean-rice to pray for protection
from epidemics. Shops also offered red bean-rice to customers during the festival days. Red bean-rice came to be known as a special treat of the festival.

Instead of cooking red bean-rice, which was a lot of work, the owner of Senshu Restaurant gave Shibu-uchiwa (paper fan coated with persimmon tannin) bought in Edo
to customers as a festival gift instead. This gift was much talked about and other shops followed suit.

People started saying that "If you ever shop in Kumagaya, you should do so during the Uchiwa-matsuri days.". Kumagaya became extremely popular due to the
generosity of its shop keepers who gave away Uchiwa-fans worth 5 sen (5/100 Yen) to all customers, even those who only spent 3 sen.

The Uchiwa Matsuri which started as a ceremony to pray for protection from epidemics has gradually changed to praying for good harvests and business prosperity.
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;;\ Togyo-sai There will be around 300 people gathering at the Hongu (main shrine) to hold the Togyo-sali for the departing procession. One hundred
o wakagashira (young leaders) dressed in white costumes will carry the mikoshi (portable shrines) from the Hongu to the Okariya (temporary

(Departure ceremony for  shrine) while conducting The Tojo hohei-sai (ceremonies of ritual offerings) along the way covering all the quarters of the city as a way of
the departing procession) plessing the neighborhoods. After placing the mikoshi at the Okariya, the Togyo chaku-yo-sai (arrival ceremany) will be conducted.
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(VR Hatsu-tataki-ai Dashiand yatai (floats) from all the quarters will gather at the North entrance of JR Kumagaya Station for the first session of the Batlles
(The first battle of the music) ©f the Music 1o be held during the 3 days of the festival. This brings the festivities of the first day to an end
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:t _ Twelve dashi and yalai (floats) will gather on National Route number 17 , which will be closed to traffic for the day. The parade will be led
~— Junkou-sai by the fioat of the neighborhood in charge of the festival for that year, and it will first head West and then it will turn around and head East
(Procession) (Yagihashi Department Store — Ishihara — Okariya — Ginza{ After performing the Battle of Music at the ending point of Ginza, the

Junkou-sai will finish at 16:00. The Battles of Music will still be performed at various places during the evening

e, el HIER (78) 10T, ARE EBIORR) SHEORK
i £5EL). BANAERELET.

Anguu-sai At the Okariya/Anguu (temporary shrine), the top representative will recite a Norito (Shinto prayer) dressed in the white costume of a
(Temporary shrine festival) Shinto priest.
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(VR Tataki-ai Dashi and yatai (floats) from all the quarters will perform a Hiki-awase-tataki-ai (concerted Battle of the Music) at various places on and

J around National Route number 17. The dashi and yatai will then gather at the Omatsuri-hiraba (festival ground) to the heroic sounds of
(The Battle of the Music)  the festival music echoing in the night sky. The festival will finally reach its ciimax.
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Handover Representatives of this year's and next year's dul! neighborhoods will appear on the stage, and after the speech by last year's top
ceremon: representative, the "in-charge” board will be handed over to next year's duty neighborhood. All participants will clap hands to pray for the
y prosperity of the festival and everyone's happiness. The festival music will start up again.
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Kan gyou-s ai Departure ceremony for the returning procession (kangyou hatsu-yo-sai) is held at the temporary shrine (Okariya) with all the concerned

: parties participating.Then,300 people from the Kumagaya Gion Kai, wearing the special Hanten jacket for returning procession will carry

(Departure and the portable shrine(mikoshi) to Hongu(main shrine) where Arrival ceremony for the returning procession(Kangyou chaku-yo-sai) will be
arrival ceremony) - conducted to conclude all the festive activities of 3 days.
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